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The FAO Program on Managing Animal Genetic Resources

In January 1992 FAO announced the initiation of a program to
conserve and develop the livestock and poultry genetic resources of
developing nations (Cunningham, 1992). The program's five elements
addressed conservation of important or valuable germplasm resources
and assistance in developing national programs for livestock and poultry
improvement. The elements encompassed initiatives in a global in-
ventory, breed preservation, indigenous breed development and con-
servation, gene technologies, and the development of an international
legal framework. An Expert Consultation in April 1992 examined the
proposed program and provided further guidance and refinement of
the plan, including definition of the operating mechanism for a pro-
gram (Food and Agriculture Organization, 1992; Hodges, 1992b). The
ILCA is assisting with the implementation of this program in sub-
Saharan Africa, in collaboration with FAO (Rege and Lipner, 1992).

Global Inventory

Building from the EAAP data base developed at the Hanover
School of Veterinary Medicine, the program will develop a data base
of breed descriptions and population statistics for livestock and poul-
try species that will, ultimately, contain a comprehensive global in-
ventory. The program will also develop a World Watch List of Threatened
Livestock (Cunningham, 1992; Food and Agriculture Organization,
1992; Hodges, 1992b). Classification of breeds will be in accordance
with a scheme published by FAO (Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion, 1992; Henson, 1992; Hodges, 1992b).

Breed Preservation

Endangered breeds or populations will be evaluated and those
that are also unique will be the objects of country-based conservation
strategies. Such strategies could include ex situ (cryopreservation of
semen and embryos) and in situ (breeding herds or flocks) methods.
Where appropriate, FAO will work to establish regional banks for ex
situ materials. The intent is to link conservation and use efforts in
developing countries.

Indigenous Breed Development and Conservation

The intent is the genetic improvement of selected indigenous breeds
of livestock and poultry. The original plan of FAO was to focus on 12